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It has been an honor to serve as Chair of the Children’s Square Board.
As a relative newcomer to this community, I have seen so many positive
things happening, including all the programming at Children’s Square
U.S.A. The completion of the new 23,880 square foot residential
treatment complex was especially noteworthy. Children served through
this specialized program will have an even greater ability to make a
positive impact in our community, because of the skills and values they
are taught at Children’s Square.
Thank you to all the individuals and organizations that made such
generous contributions to fund this new facility, as well as other
programming and special projects at Children’s Square. The attitudes
and actions of our board members and trustees, staff and volunteers,
donors, partners and funders and our community are truly “can-do,
will-do.” The level of generosity is unmatched. Thank you all.
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The theme for our 134th year of service
was Leading the Way. A few examples
include:
• Securing re-accreditation through the
Council on Accreditation for Children
and Family Services;
• Aligning our business and program
practices with national best practices;
• Implementing the Crisis Intervention
President & CEO
Stabilization and Reunification Services
contract;
• Engaging in partnership with Lutheran Services in Iowa to recruit
and support foster and adoptive families;
• Partnering with Council Bluffs Community Schools for preschool
and special education services;
• Partnering in the statewide Iowa Aftercare Network, led by Youth
and Shelter Services in Ames, Iowa, to support young adults in their
transitioning to independence;
• Convening dialogue, education and advocacy related to Iowa’s
Integrated Health and other Medicaid funded services; and
• Raising funds through the Better Spaces Brighter Futures Capital
Campaign and building a new residential treatment complex designed
to effectively meet today’s needs of children and their families served.

Carol D. Wood

Our leading and leadership stems from a deep commitment to our
mission and its delivery through specialized care, education and
treatment programs with over 1300 children and families each day.
Championed by an outstanding Board of Directors and an incredible
team of staff and volunteers, our work was further enriched through
the ambassadorship of the Friends of Children’s Square U.S.A. the
generosity of our annual and event sponsors, the on-going support of
civic, church and educational entities and many funders, foundations
and contributors. Their continuing investments have been instrumental
in delivering services and achieving crucial outcomes.
Together we are Leading the Way. Thank You!
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Christian Home Association Children's Square U.S.A.

our

VISION

To be a community based resource and a life education center that is
responsive to child, family and community needs, and through an array of
programs and services, provide opportunities to develop life skills and values
that enhance overall well being.

Did You

KNOW

2,722

93 children lived on the Children’s
Square Campus as part of the
Psychiatric Residential Treatment
Program, and received thousands of
hours of direct therapy and support.

Individuals served in 2017

740 children received emergency
services and welfare services,
provided by Children’s Square. These
services included shelter, family
mediation, family support and
stabilization, emergency triage, and
calls to the agency’s help line.

275 children were
provided with
academic and early
childhood education

107 children were placed in foster
care through Children’s Square
services and 459 active foster homes
were supported by Children’s Square.

957
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children received
non-residential behavioral
health services

Children’s Square

Residential Treatment Program Cottages
Youth living at Children’s Square were in
awe this year, as they walked into their new
home. The 23,800-square-foot Residential
Treatment Program complex includes three
cottages – two for boys and one for girls –
and a shared multipurpose area – all in a
single structure. It is a place of comfort,
hope, and recovery which can house up to
54 children at one time.

safety, supervision and security needs
to care for children with significant
emotional and behavioral challenges.
The new facility has the necessary
bedroom and bathroom configurations,
programming space and a storm
shelter.

$5,000,000
$2,500,000

The complex replaced three dormitories
that were outdated and no longer met the
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$0

Project

GOAL

Children’s Square has provided special education
services for children with behavioral and
emotional challenges since 1992. While initially
developed to provide educational placements
for children residing on the Children’s Square
campus, the community’s need for alternative
educational settings such as this program have
steadily increased. Each year the Academic
Center provides educational services to 57 or
more children. Services have been provided
in the same building for 25 years, leaving the
building with much-needed renovations and
expansion of the facility.

$9,000,000
$8,842,000
$7,500,000

secured

The project, scheduled to break ground in 2018,
will renovate the existing 6,000 square foot
building that houses grades 1-12 and construct
a 3,200 square foot addition. Upon completion,
the school will have the capacity to serve up to
60 students who have been determined through
an Individualized Education Program to need
an educational setting such as Children’s Square
Academic Center.

As of 12/31/2017

Children’s Square
Academic Center Project
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Testimonials
Omaha Foster Care Program
With support from Children’s Square, a young mother regained custody
of her child after spending 18 months in foster case. The mother expressed
such gratitude that her baby remained in one home and was cared for by
“wonderful foster parents” who went out of their way to encourage her to
learn from the experience and overcome the hurdles to get her family back
together. Today, the mother and child are thriving.

Behavioral Health
Intervention Services

Integrated Health
Services
Tasha and her children
were assisted by
Children’s Square’s
Integrated Health
Services (IHS) in
finding a home with
her housing voucher.
The IHS team
provided Tasha with
transportation to
prospective homes and
ensured the paperwork
was completed for the
home she selected. After
moving into their new
home, Tasha contacted
her IHS Care Team to
share how grateful she
was for the assistance
she received and for
being able to count on
them when she needed
it most.

James credits the Behavioral Health
Intervention team with helping him
change his life. After the rights of his
biological parents were terminated, James
was diagnosed with Reactive Attachment
Disorder, Oppositional Defiant Disorder
and Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder
and displayed multiple unhealthy ways of
coping with his feelings, seeking attention,
and handling his anger. He was struggling
in school, running away, and was physically
aggressive. James experienced placements
in shelters, Psychiatric Medical Institutions
for Children, and several foster homes prior
to Children’s Square services. After two
years of intensive services, James is getting
A’s and B’s in school, has a positive group
of friends, communicates appropriately and
secured a part-time job. Most importantly,
his foster mother adopted him.

Children’s Center
A 4-year old boy, diagnosed with autism,
has made amazing strides during his time at
the Scott Street Children’s Center. With the
support of dedicated staff, he now makes
eye contact and can sit and join in with
his group of peers. He can change his own
pull-up, wash his hands, and take off and
put on his own shoes. When given the option
to enroll in full-day pre-school in the public
school, his parents chose to keep him at the
Children’s Center because of the tremendous
growth he has shown while attending.
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2017 Expenses
Early
Childhood
Education

Residential
Treatment
$2,466,184

Integrated Health
Services
$451,053

Academic
Center
$904,772

$1,086,907

Aftercare
Services

Outpatient
Services

$722,274

$231,224

Foster Care
Services
$1,378,558

Spiritual
Life

Children’s
Emergency
Shelter

$40,358

enue
2017 Rev,233
$9,486

$700,647

Facilities & Grounds
$316,103

Community Relations
& Volunteer Services
$22,511

Development
$135,676

Administration &
Other Support Services
$1,450,406

Donor Information Available Upon Request
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Events

Jason Awards:

The Jason Awards is an annual
recognition event. Award
recipients exemplify the mission
of Children’s Square U.S.A. by
demonstrating an extraordinary
degree of Caring, Contribution
and Commitment. Their lives
and work exemplify the Vision,
Courage and Will, needed to
embrace opportunities and
challenges in life.
Recipients from left to right: Bud & Sandy Wilwerding; Kate Cutler and Boyd Littrell;
Chris Hochstetler; and Rev. Harry H. Waller, Sr.

Chip in For Children:
An annual golf tournament to
raise funds for ongoing support
and services.

Run for the Young:
This annual run supports sending
foster children to summer camp.

Christmas Enchantment:
This annual fundraiser provides
critical funding for Children’s
Square’s privately funded
spiritual life program for children
residing in the residential
treatment program.

Alumni Day:
Held annually in August, Alumni
Day is an event to connect with
friends from the past, reminisce
through Children’s Square’s
historical newsletters, pictures
and memorabilia, take tours and
share stories.

Children’s Square U.S.A.

North 6th Street & Avenue E
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
(712) 322-3700
www.childrenssquare.org
Children’s Center

N. 6th St. & Ave. E
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
(712) 325-1662

Children’s Center

207 Scott Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
(712) 352-2016

Omaha Foster Care

5017 Leavenworth St., Suite 1
Omaha, NE 68106
(402) 556-6765

Integrated Health Services
300 W. Broadway, Ste 15
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
(712) 256-8888

